Provincial Circular

SALESIAN PROVINCE OF CHENNAI (INM)

Dear Confreres,

With a grateful heart that is in communion with the whole Salesian Family of our province, | write
this circular to you as we conclude the year 2025 and enter into a new year 2026, another year of
blessing that the Lord is gifting us with. We have received the Strenna 2026 given by our beloved
Rector Major, Don Fabio Attard: “Do whatever he tells you” — Believers, free to serve. In his good
night at the end of the winter session of the General Council, he summarized the Strenna in four
verbs emphasizing that we as Salesians need to learn to a) LOOK, b) LISTEN, c) CHOOSE and d)
ACT, like Mary of the Gospel, St. Francis de Sales our Patron and St. John Bosco our Father and
Founder. The Strenna comes to us not simply as a theme for the year, but as a spiritual gift and a
call that seeks to shape our way of believing, living, and serving the young entrusted to us. In this
circular, | shall summarise the Strenna, reflect on it wherever possible and interpret it further for
our context. However, it would not be in detail, as we shall meet in January for the Strenna
dissemination.

Understanding the Strenna 2026 in Context

In recent years, the Rectors Major have helped us to walk a coherent and deeply an evangelical
path. The Strenna 2024 “The dream that makes you dream: A heart that transforms ‘wolves’ into
‘lambs’” invited us to rediscover the heart of St. John Bosco and the centrality of the Preventive
System lived as a spirituality of presence and accompaniment. The Strenna 2025, “Anchored in
hope, pilgrims with young people,” placed us within the Jubilee journey of the Church, reminding
us that Christian hope is not merely an optimistic feeling or a cognitive-emotional orientation, but
a lived trust in God who is already at work and continues to guide history. This emphasis on hope
was particularly illuminated during the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the first Salesian
missionary expedition, a powerful reminder that St. John Bosco’s hope was active, courageous,
and missionary.

The Strenna 2026 “Do whatever He tells you”: Believers, free to Serve takes the next decisive step.
It leads us from hope to faith lived concretely in obedience and service. Keeping the Strenna at the
background of our reflection, we cannot but contemplate on St. John Bosco, a man of deep and
living faith, a believer totally united with God, capable of discerning God’s will and responding
without fear or delay. His heart, though rooted in Valdocco, was open to the whole world because
it was rooted first in God. This same conviction emerged strongly during the World Salesian Family
Consultation in June 2025, where faith was recognized as the foundation that gives essence to
hope and direction to the Salesian mission. The biblical verse chosen for the Strenna “Do whatever
he tells you” places us at Cana, beside Mary, the first and perfect disciple. In her brief but powerful
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invitation, we find the attitude of a true believer: attentive listening, radical trust, free and
generous action or service. Mary does not replace Christ; she leads us to Him. She teaches us that
authentic faith is not passive, fearful, or self-protective, but confident and available to God’s
surprising ways.

In this sense, the Strenna speaks clearly of the wider journey of the Church in our time. Pope
Francis had repeatedly reminded us that faith is not an abstract idea or a private refuge, but a lived
relationship that begins with listening and leading to action. In Lumen Fidei (LF), he stated clearly
that “faith is born of an encounter with the living God who calls us” (LF n. 4), and therefore faith
always involves responding to a voice that addresses us personally. This ‘listening faith’ sheds light
on the whole of life, because “faith, received from God as a supernatural gift, becomes a light for
our way” (LF n. 5), guiding concrete choices, attitudes, and commitments. Such faith, the Pope
insisted, is inseparable from trust and obedience. Reflecting on Mary’s journey of faith, he
reminded us that “the Virgin Mary advanced in her pilgrimage of faith” (LF n. 58), and taught the
Church that believing means entrusting oneself totally to God’s Word, even when the path is not
clear. These notions resonate deeply with the Strenna’s invitation, “Do whatever he tells you” and
these words of Mary are an expression of faith that is free, courageous, and open to God’s action.
Faith, Pope Francis continued, is never closed in on itself as “those who believe are transformed
into new creatures” (LF n. 21), capable of living for others and offering their lives in service. This
vision finds a privileged place in the Church’s mission to the young. Pope Francis reminded us that
faith grows when it is shared and lived in relationship. “The light of faith is unique, since it is capable
of illuminating every aspect of human existence” (LF n. 4). When we accompany young people with
this faith, we help them discover not a set of rules for a good life, but the light that gives meaning,
direction, and hope to their lives.

In continuity with this vision, Pope Leo XIV has repeatedly emphasized that faith and hope cannot
be separated from obedient listening to God’s will. In his early pastoral teaching, he has presented
hope not as passive waiting, but as confidence born of faith: a hope that frees the believer from
fear and enables generous availability for mission. He emphasized during his final audience for the
Jubilee year on 20" December 2025 that “without hope, we are dead; with hope, we come to the
light. Hope is generative. Indeed, it is a theological virtue, that is, a strength of God, and as such it
does not kill, but gives birth and rebirth. This is true strength. What threatens and kills is not
strength:itis arrogance, it is aggressive fear, it is evil that does not generate anything. The strength
of God gives birth. This is why | would like to say to you, finally: to hope is to generate.” Reading
in this light, the Strenna 2026 invites us to rediscover how faith generates hope and hope
generates faith. For a Salesian both faith and hope lead to a self-less service, especially among the
young. A truly synodal Church and a truly Salesian community listen to the Spirit, walk with the
young in hope, and allow faith to take flesh in concrete gestures of presence, service, and
missionary dedication.

A Summary of the Strenna 2026

In the Introduction the Rector Major places the Strenna 2026 under the Gospel command of Mary
at Cana, “Do whatever he tells you,” inviting the whole Congregation to rediscover a faith that is
attentive, obedient, and free. For us as Salesians, this is not a slogan but a spiritual posture deeply
in consonance with Don Bosco’s life, who constantly taught his boys to listen to God in the ordinary
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events of life, and St Francis de Sales, who insisted that true holiness is lived through loving
attentiveness to God’s will. The Strenna invites us to stand before history with the eyes of faith,
hearts rooted in Christ, and hands ready to serve. The Strenna has six parts. The first four parts
deal with the biblical verse chosen and interpreted with the help of four verbs for our
congregation. The fifth part is an invitation to celebrate the 150™ anniversary of the foundation of
the Salesian Cooperators: Don Bosco’s prophetic dream that continues even today. In the sixth
part of the Strenna the Rector Major puts forward some pastoral proposals for living our charism
more meaningfully.

In the Introduction the Rector Major gives three fundamental reflections that illumine the Strenna
2026. a) Jesus’ First Sign is a ‘Gateway’: The wedding at Cana is presented as a gateway into
understanding Jesus’ mission, revealing who he is and how God acts within human history. This
first sign opens a path of trust and obedience, where the miracle flows from attentive listening.
Don Bosco often led the young to such “gateways” of faith through simple experiences that
awakened trust in God, while St Francis de Sales saw every gentle invitation of grace as a door
through which God enters the human heart without force. b) God’s Final Breaking into History:
At Cana, God decisively enters human history not through a spectacle but through relational love
and concrete concern for human joy. The Strenna highlights that Jesus transforms ordinary reality
from within. Don Bosco believed deeply in this incarnational logic, convinced that God is already
at work in playgrounds and workshops, while St Francis de Sales taught that God’s grace adapts
itself lovingly to the concrete circumstances of each person’s life. C) Jesus Inaugurates a
Relationship of Love, a Covenant of Kindness and Abundance: The abundance of wine at Cana
signifies a covenant marked by generosity and kindness rather than scarcity or fear. This
abundance reflects God’s desire for full human flourishing. Don Bosco mirrored this covenantal
love in his boundless patience and optimism with young people, and St Francis de Sales described
divine love as expansive and gentle, drawing people freely into communion rather than
constraining them.

1. LOOK — Welcoming the Signs of the Times

The Strenna begins with an invitation to look attentively at the reality, recognising that God speaks
through history. This contemplative gaze is essential for us Salesians, who, like Don Bosco, must
read the needs and hopes of young people with realism and faith. St Francis de Sales likewise
encouraged believers to observe life carefully, convinced that God’s will is often revealed in the
ordinary flow of events. In this section, three key elements are proposed for our reflection, leading
us into a concluding invitation to reflect more deeply. a) Mary was Not a ‘Neutral’ Guest: Mary’s
attentive presence at Cana shows a woman deeply involved in the reality before her, sensitive to
unspoken needs. Her concern becomes the starting point and a sign of God'’s salvation. Don Bosco
learned from Mary Help of Christians to be actively present among the young, never indifferent to
their struggles, while St Francis de Sales saw Mary as the model of loving attentiveness that
transforms concern into prayerful action. b) Challenges and Difficulties must be Acknowledged
and Addressed, Not Set Aside: The lack of wine symbolizes real human difficulties that cannot be
ignored. The Strenna insists that faith does not deny problems but brings them honestly before
the Lord. Don Bosco faced poverty, opposition, and uncertainty without denial, trusting the Divine
Providence, and St Francis de Sales taught that trials are places where God gently forms the soul
when met with humility and trust. c) History is the Treasure Chest that Reveals God’s Action: The
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text affirms that history, even in its complexity, is the privileged place of God’s revelation. For us
Salesians, this means reading the present youth situation as a sacred text. Don Bosco interpreted
the social changes of his time as a call to new educational responses, while St Francis de Sales
regarded personal and communal history as the unfolding story of God’s patient love. d) Invitation
to Reflection: This first section invites us dear confreres to cultivate a discerning gaze, capable of
seeing God at work in today’s world. In the spirit of Don Bosco and St Francis de Sales, this
reflection calls us to combine realism with hope, and attentiveness with pastoral creativity.

2. LISTEN — with Deep Roots in Faith in Christ

Looking must lead to listening, and the Strenna emphasizes on listening that is grounded in faith
and in Christ. Listening is not passive but relational and rooted in trust. Don Bosco constantly
invited young people to listen to God’s voice through conscience and guidance, while St Francis de
Sales described listening as an act of love that opens the heart to divine wisdom. This section offers
three focal themes for our consideration and concludes with an invitation to personal and
communal reflection. a) Events Must be Read and Experienced in the Light of Christ: The meaning
of events becomes clear only when interpreted through Christ. The Strenna urges us to avoid
superficial readings of reality. Don Bosco interpreted events through prayer and spiritual
accompaniment, and St Francis de Sales insisted that Christ is the key that illuminates all of life’s
experiences. b) God’s Will Emerges from the Events We Experience: God’s will is not abstract but
emerges gradually through lived experiences. The Strenna calls for discernment that respects time
and process. Don Bosco trusted that God’s plan unfolded step by step in the lives of the young,
while St Francis de Sales emphasized gentle perseverance in discerning God’s will within daily life.
c) A Process Nourished and Enlightened by the Word: Listening is sustained by the Word of God,
which shapes discernment and gives clarity. The Salesian tradition, inspired by Don Bosco, values
Scripture as a guide for life and mission, while St Francis de Sales constantly recommended
meditative reading of the Word as nourishment for the soul. d) Invitation to Reflection: This
section invites us dear confreres to renew our commitment to deep listening, allowing Christ and
his Word to shape our personal and communal discernment, in continuity with our Salesian
spiritual heritage.

3. CHOOSE - Living the Call with Freedom

Listening leads to choices, and the Strenna highlights freedom as essential to authentic
discipleship. Christian freedom is not self-assertion but loving response. Don Bosco respected the
freedom of the young, guiding rather than forcing them, and St Francis de Sales taught that God
wants free lovers, not constrained servants. This section unfolds through three points meant to
guide our reflection and is completed by an explicit invitation to reflection. a) Listening Freely with
Complete Trust: Mary’s trustful listening leads to decisive action. The Strenna proposes trust as
the foundation of free obedience. Don Bosco trusted God even in uncertainty, and St Francis de
Sales saw trust as the soul’s peaceful resting in God’s will. b) Every Action Makes Sense — Logos —
Only in and From the Word — Logos: Human actions find their true meaning when rooted in Christ,
the Logos. The Strenna reminds us that choices detached from the Word lose coherence. Don
Bosco’s educational choices flowed from his Gospel vision, while St Francis de Sales grounded all
action in Christ’s loving wisdom. c) The Risk of a Faith that Adapts to the Dominant Culture: The
Strenna warns against reducing faith to cultural conformity. Authentic freedom resists dilution of
the Gospel. Don Bosco formed young people to be good Christians and honest citizens without
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compromise, and St Francis de Sales advocated gentle firmness in living the Christian faith within
a secular world. d) Invitation to Reflection: Dear confreres we are invited to examine our choices,
ensuring that they arise from faith-filled freedom rather than convenience or pressure, following
the examples of Mary our Mother, St. John Bosco our founder and St. Francis de Sales our patron.

4. ACT - Serving with Total Generosity

Choices lead to action, and the Strenna presents service as the fruit of authentic faith. Action flows
naturally from communion with Christ. Don Bosco’s tireless service to the young exemplifies this
generosity, and St Francis de Sales viewed service as the natural expression of love. This part
presents three guiding insights for reflection and then opens the space for an invitation to reflect.
a) Serving Freely because We are Deeply-Rooted in Christ: Service becomes joyful when it is
rooted in Christ. The Strenna stresses interior freedom as the source of apostolic zeal. Don Bosco’s
energy came from his prayerful union with God, while St Francis de Sales taught that love makes
all service light. b) Co-workers in God’s Plan for the Young: Salesians are collaborators in God’s
loving plan, especially for the young. The Strenna reaffirms our shared mission. Don Bosco saw
himself as an instrument of Providence, and St Francis de Sales emphasized cooperation with
Grace in God’s saving work. c) The Boldness of Faith: Faith calls for courage and creativity. The
Strenna encourages bold pastoral responses. Don Bosco’s daring initiatives were rooted in trust in
Mary and God’s providence, and St Francis de Sales embodied a courageous gentleness that
transformed hearts. d) Invitation to Reflection: This section invites us dear confreres to renew our
generosity in mission, trusting that God works powerfully through humble service.

5. 150 Years — Salesian Cooperators: Don Bosco’s Prophetic Dream Continues

After prayerfully reading the reflections offered by the Rector Major on the 150th anniversary of
the Salesian Cooperators, | feel strongly moved to share with you how this milestone truly prolongs
Mary’s words at Cana: “Do whatever he tells you.” The Rector Major helps us see that this
anniversary is not simply a commemoration, but a return to the very heart of Don Bosco’s
prophetic intuition at Valdocco. Don Bosco was a man deeply attentive to the signs of the times,
rooted in a living faith in Christ, and capable of proposing to young people and collaborators a path
of life lived in freedom. From the beginning, his vision was to create a healthy and holy
environment where reason and faith supported each other in a climate of loving-kindness, with
the single aim of serving the young with total generosity. The Salesian Cooperators arose from this
discernment as a structured and ecclesial expression of collaboration, allowing men and women
to share fully in the Salesian mission while remaining in the world, united to the Congregation by
a real spiritual and apostolic bond.

The Rector Major also reminds us that Don Bosco’s vision remains strikingly relevant and
challenging today. The Salesian Cooperator is a “Salesian in the world,” sharing our passion for the
salvation of the young while living a secular vocation. This calling unites personal holiness with
apostolic responsibility and is open to everyone, whether through direct service or support offered
“through others.” Drawing on the insights of Fr. Peter Braido, Fr Egidio Vigand and Fr Pascual
Chavez, the Rector Major highlights the Project of Apostolic Life as a concrete path of fidelity to
Don Bosco’s charism, marked by unity in diversity and strong missionary vitality. Don Bosco’s
words, “l always needed everyone,” resound with renewed force, urging us not to lose the
freshness of his dream. As a Province, we are invited to value and accompany the Salesian
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Cooperators as essential protagonists in the mission, committed to the common good, close to the
poor and excluded, actively engaged in the life of the Church, and credible witnesses of the Gospel
in today’s world.

The anniversary of the Salesian Cooperators highlights Don Bosco’s prophetic vision of shared
mission. The Strenna recognizes this as a living expression of communion in the Church. St Francis
de Sales’ vision of universal holiness resonates strongly here, affirming that all are called to
participate actively in God’s work according to their state of life.

6. Some Pastoral Proposals

After carefully reading the Strenna 2026 of the Rector Major, | place before you, dear confreres,
the pastoral proposals the Rector Major himself offers to the whole Congregation, so that they
may clearly guide our reflection and action during the year. a) “Do Whatever He Tells You”:
Towards a Pedagogy of Personal Listening: We are invited to promote a pedagogy that places
listening at the centre of our pastoral and educational practice, helping young people and adults
to discern God’s voice in their concrete life situations. This proposal is deeply rooted in Don Bosco’s
preventive system, founded on dialogue, trust and accompaniment, and in the spirituality of St.
Francis de Sales, marked by patience, respect and confidence in God’s gentle action. b) Mary at
Cana: Educator of Genuine Freedom: The Rector Major proposes Mary as a formative model who
educates to freedom rather than dependence, guiding people to responsible and trusting
obedience to God’s will. This echoes Don Bosco’s total entrustment of his mission to Mary Help of
Christians and St Francis de Sales’ understanding of Marian devotion as a school of loving and free
obedience. c) The Art of Reading the Signs of the Times with Young People: We are encouraged
to grow in shared discernment with the young, learning to read social, cultural and ecclesial
realities in the light of Christ. Don Bosco’s attentive listening to the real world of young people and
St Francis de Sales’ conviction that faith must engage everyday life provide the foundation for this
proposal. d) Choosing: Christian Freedom as a Vocational Response: The Strenna highlights
vocational choice as a free, conscious and loving response to God’s call. This proposal invites us to
accompany young people patiently, as Don Bosco did, helping them to recognise their vocation
through inner peace, generosity and love, in harmony with the teaching of St Francis de Sales. e)
150 Years of the Salesian Cooperators: A Model for Today: The Rector Major presents the Salesian
Cooperators as a contemporary and prophetic model of shared mission and responsibility. Their
witness reflects Don Bosco’s inclusive vision of collaboration between religious and laity, and St
Francis de Sales’ strong affirmation of holiness lived in the secular state.

In Conclusion, the Strenna 2026 calls the Salesian Family to renew its identity as believers free to
serve, guided by Mary’s simple yet radical command to trust and obey Christ. Rooted in the
charism of Don Bosco and inspired by the gentle wisdom of St Francis de Sales, we are invited to
look at reality with faith, listen deeply to God’s Word, choose with freedom, and act with generous
love for the young. As a Province, may we welcome this call with humility and courage, confident
that the Lord continues to act powerfully in history through those who do whatever he tells them.

Interpreting the Strenna for Our Context
In the Indian context, the four verbs that summarise the Strenna 2026 can be expressed as
follows: a) Look — Darsana: Darsana invites us to awaken inner vision, seeing beyond appearances,
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recognizing God’s loving presence in every circumstance. b) Listen — Sravana: Sravana calls us to
open ears and hearts, letting God speak through Scripture, experience, and the voices of the
young. c) Choose - Viveka: Viveka encourages us to make decisions rooted in faith, conscience,
and a loving response to God'’s call. d) Act — Karma: Karma calls us to live out our choices, serving
others selflessly and participating in God’s plan for the world. In the Indian context, where people
of many religions and worldviews live side by side, the invitation “Do whatever he tells you” can
be understood in a way that fully respects religious diversity while remaining faithful to the
Christian vision. For Christians, this voice is clearly identified with Jesus Christ; for people of other
religions, it resonates with the call to live according to dharma, satya, karuna, ahimsa, and seva —
values deeply rooted in India’s spiritual heritage. The Church itself recognises this broader horizon
when it speaks of the “people of good will”, those who, even without explicit faith in Christ,
sincerely seek what is right and act according to the light they have received. In this sense, the
Strenna 2026 challenges us for a shared attitude of listening and responsible action.

The servants at Cana offer a powerful image for such collaboration. They do not ask who deserves
the miracle, nor do they seek recognition; they simply cooperate so that joy and dignity may be
restored to a vulnerable situation. In the same way, Christians and people of good will in India are
called to stand together in service of young people at risk, by creating safe spaces, promoting
education and skills, defending human dignity, and restoring hope and faith where they have run
dry. When educators, social workers, religious leaders, parents, volunteers and people of good will
listen attentively to the real needs of the young and respond with generosity, ordinary human
efforts, like water poured into jars, can be transformed into something that gives life and joy. Thus,
“Do whatever he tells you” becomes not a confessional slogan, but a shared ethical and pastoral
call: to serve the young selflessly, to protect their future, and to build a society where every young
person can experience hope, dignity, and belonging.

Conclusion: Mary’s Pedagogy for Today

Mary speaks only once at Cana, yet her words contain an entire programme of life: listen
attentively, trust in God, and act with generosity. The Strenna 2026 invites us to embrace this
rhythm: listening that leads to faith, faith that generates freedom, and freedom that blossoms in
joyful service. Like the servants filling the jars with water, we are called to trust that God will
transform our small acts into life-giving grace for the good of all. Dear confreres, this Strenna raises
some queries that require proper responses.

% How deeply do we listen to the Lord in our personal prayer and in community discernment?
How free are we, interiorly and pastorally, to respond to what God is asking of us today,
even when it upsets our plans or securities?
+* And how visible is our faith in the simple, daily service we offer to young people, especially

those who are most fragile?
May | invite each community and each confrere to receive the Strenna 2026 not as an abstract
reflection, but as a program of life. Let us allow it to shape our prayer, our community dialogue,
and our pastoral choices. Like St. John Bosco, may we be men of faith who trust God’s Word,
allowing ourselves to be led by the Spirit, and placing our lives freely at the service of the young.

«%
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The month of January unfolds as a privileged spiritual pathway for living the Strenna 2026, “Do
whatever he tells you — Believers, free to serve.” It begins on 1 January with Mary, Mother of God,
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who stands at the threshold of the New Year as she once stood at Cana: attentive, trusting, and
fully open to God’s timing. Mary teaches us that the first and most important act of faith is
listening: listening that generates peace even before solutions appear. To entrust the year to her
maternal care is to choose availability over control, hope over fear, and trust over resignation. Her
quiet yet decisive word, “Do whatever he tells you,” becomes the foundation of the entire year’s
journey, inviting us to discern God’s will day by day and to respond with freedom and confidence.
This Marian path continues through the witnesses whom the Church and the Salesian Family
celebrate in January, forming a clear and progressive itinerary of faith and service.

Every January is called a ‘Salesian Month’ as we remember the holiness in the Salesian Family.
Blessed Titus Zeman (8" January) reminds us that obedience to God can demand courage and
sacrifice, yet such fidelity is the path to true inner freedom. Blessed Luigi Variara (15% January), a
fruit of Don Bosco’s missionary dream, shows how listening to God naturally becomes
compassionate service, especially among the wounded and marginalized. Blessed Laura Vicuina
(22" January) proclaims, particularly to the young, that a sincere and courageous faith, even in
painful circumstances, can transform life itself into a generous gift. St. Francis de Sales (24
January) teaches that holiness is lived in ordinary life through gentleness, patience, and fidelity,
freeing the heart from anxiety and enabling loving service without any form of rigidity. Blessed
Bronislaw Markiewicz (29" January) the founder of Congregation of St. Michael the Archangel
who spread the charism of Don Bosco. Finally, St. John Bosco (31° January) embodies the Strenna
in its fullness: guided by Mary, rooted in faith, and radically available to God’s will, he transformed
listening into tireless service for the young, trusting Providence even amid uncertainty. Together,
these witnesses invite us to listen deeply, believe boldly, and serve generously, so that our lives
may echo Mary’s invitation and become signs of faith and hope for those who lack the “wine” of

joy.

May Mary, our Mother, who first spoke these words at Cana, accompany us throughout this year.
May she help us to be believers rooted in faith, strengthened by hope, and truly free to serve
wherever the Lord sends us.



News from the Province

A Disciplined Disciple: A True Son of Don Bosco
Fr. Arokiasamy Augustine

"Well done, good and faithful servant... Enter into the joy of your master." (Matthew 25:21)

The sudden demise of Fr. Arokiasamy Augustine reveals the profound fragility and brevity of
human life. As Js 4:14 reminds us “ What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little
while and then vanishes.”

The Salesian Province of Chennai mourns the death Fr. Arokiasamy Augustine, a devoted priest
whose life exemplified the spirit of Don Bosco through unwavering dedication, missionary zeal and
disciplined service. His unexpected departure has left a profound void in our province.

Early Life and Formation

Fr. Arokiasamy was born on 1t May 1969, in Somalapuram, Tirupattur, Fr. Arokiasamy was raised
in a devout Catholic family that cherished faith, education, and service to others. His parents, Mr.
Maria Augustin S.M. and Mrs. Savariammal, both educators, instilled in him values of integrity and
devotion that would shape his priestly vocation. He belonged to St. Joseph Parish, Koviloor
(Vellore Diocese) where he received his baptism, first holy com munion and confirmation marking
the beginning of his sacramental journey. His early exposure to parish life, catechesis and the
witness of committed priests sowed the seeds of a religious vocation that would later mature
within the Salesian Congregation.

. er/n the

Resurrection,
and the Life...

John. 11:25

Fr. Arokiasamy started his Salesian formation journey at a young age,
beginning his Aspirantate at Don Bosco, Tirupattur (1981-1987). He
made his first profession on 24" May 1988, followed by philosophical
studies at The Retreat, Yercaud (1988-1990). He completed his
theological formation at Kristu Jyoti College, Bangalore. During these
years of initial formation he grew intellectually, spiritually, and in
discipline, preparing himself for the responsibilities of pastoral
ministry. He was ordained a priest by Archbishop Aruldas James on
27t December 1999 at the Lourdes Shrine, Perambur. His
commitment to excellence led him to acquire extensive academic
credentials, including B.A, M.Phil, M.A.and Licentiate in Youth
Ministry from UPS, Rome.

FOREYER IN
%

A Life of Missionary Service

One of the most striking testimonies of Fr. Arokiasamy's life was his readiness for missionary work
despite ill health. He never allowed physical limitations to diminish his availability for service. His
missionary courage revealed a heart totally surrendered to God’s will, a priest who believed that
life finds its true meaning when it is given away for others.




His priestly ministry spanned diverse contexts across India, Sri Lanka, Solomon Islands and Italy. As
a scholastic he offered his service in St. Joseph's Boys Home, Katpadi, Don Bosco Home, Perambur
St. Francis Xavier’s Church, Broadway, St. Bede's, Chennai. True to the Salesian missionary spirit
articulated in Article 30 of the Constitutions ("Faithful to the example of Don Bosco who was always
ready to go wherever young people, especially the poorest, called him"), soon after his ordination
he embraced challenging missionary assignments in Don Bosco Dankotwa, Sri Lanka and Solomon
Islands.

His priestly ministerial journey continued through numerous communities, including Don Bosco,
Vellakinar, Don Bosco Boys Home, Sagayathottam, The Citadel, Kilpauk, Don Bosco Youth
Animation Centre, Ennore, ICP Province (Turin, Italy), Don Bosco, Tirupattur, Parish Priest of Tamil
Community in Mumbai Province, Lourdes Shrine, Perambur, The Refuge, Broadway, and Jawadhi
Hills.

A Man of Principle and Passion

Fr. Arokiasamy embodied the Salesian commitment to living one's consecration with authenticity.
As Article 95 of the Constitutions states: "Fidelity is the fruit of a love that is renewed day by day."
Despite facing hardships and health challenges, he never wavered in his religious and priestly
commitments. From the moment he responded to God’s call, he lived his vocation with
seriousness, conviction, and integrity. He was truly a multifaceted personality, a sportsman, a
gifted musician, artist, studious and he was gifted with many other talents which he placed
generously at the service of the Church and the Salesian Congregation. His personality reflected a
harmonious blend of cultures and values. Having lived and ministered in international
communities, he imbibed the sense of discipline, responsibility and the spirit of Don Bosco. His
punctuality and straightforwardness were exemplary; he viewed time as a sacred trust and
communicated with clarity and honesty. His firmness in religious life challenged others to live their
vocation with depth and seriousness and it was always rooted in genuine concern for others and
fidelity to the mission.

A Life of Faithful Witness

"I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith." (2 Timothy 4:7)

Fr. Arokiasamy Augustine lived a life marked by purpose, discipline and unwavering faithfulness to
his Salesian vocation. His journey reminds us that holiness is not found in extraordinary moments
alone, but in daily fidelity, quiet sacrifice and steadfast commitment to God's call. He exemplified
what Don Bosco envisioned for his disciples who are totally dedicated to the salvation of youth,
men who live their consecration with joy and integrity, missionaries who give themselves
completely to God's work.

As we commend his soul to the Lord's mercy, we pray that the Master he served so faithfully will
welcome him into eternal rest. May his example continue to inspire us to be faithful religious,

committed priests and generous missionaries who, like him, never compromise in our response to
God's call.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. Amen
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EMPOWERING THE LESS FORTUNATE TOWARDS 2034

The Provincial Council, in line with the Chapter deliberation, has approved strategic initiatives to
enhance outreach to the poorest and most marginalised communities. In the past three years,
during the Provincial Visitation, Batch Meetings, Rector and Leaders meeting and other forums,
we have discussed our strategies. These efforts prioritize skill-building, rehabilitation and holistic
development for youth from underserved groups. All projects include prior reflective analyses,
situational assessments and impact evaluations to promote long-term sustainability.

Skill Development Centres: Entrepreneurial and skill training centres target specific vulnerable
populations, including Thurumbar youth in Gedilam, Irular youth in Kotagiri, Gypsy communities
in Thirukazhikundram and migrants in Kavaraipettai. Additional centres are planned for vulnerable
youth in Thalavadi/Kadambur and Bagalur. A Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) preparation
centre in SIHARAM, Tiruvannamalai, will equip young aspiring civil service candidates from
vulnerable backgrounds with reliable infrastructure.

Rehabilitation and Recovery Programs: A model de-addiction and rehabilitation centre for tribal
youth and families is envisaged at Jawadhi Hills. A comprehensive, holistic centre for vulnerable
youth is proposed at Arulodhayam, Kattupadi. These facilities aim to address addiction through
counselling, therapy and community support.

Other Initiatives: Feasibility studies are underway for an Agro University at Sagayathottam
Campus to advance agricultural education and empowerment. Spiritual growth will be supported
via new retreat and animation centres at Yelagiri and Pope John’s Garden. We have also decided
to renovate all the substations of our various parishes. Existing oratories and youth centres will
be reinforced, with new ones launched in rural missions, alongside sports villages across Salesian
sites to foster youth engagement, employment and empowerment.

Quality education with residential programmes is envisioned in Sagayattotam,
Thirukazhukundram and Gandhinagar, Katpadi.

Shopping complexes in Tirupattur and Katpadi are intended to support the existing and new
ministries of the Province and the community.

These initiatives reaffirm the province's dedication to integral development and social
transformation.

SCHOOL MINISTRY FOCUS

The Province prioritises expanding scholarships for Catholic students in rural schools, with
particular emphasis on those from Salesian communities, to strengthen our mission and outreach.
Boarding houses and hostels must be fully utilised to foster Salesian vocations, while communities
cultivate environments supportive of youth vocational discernment. Catholic orphans and semi-
orphans in our Salesian presence should be carefully identified and placed in our boardings.
Rectors and Leaders from rural communities can identify promising young boys and place them at
St. Bede’s Boarding for comprehensive education and formation.

This strategy delivers coordinated educational aid, vocational mentoring, and holistic support for
the vulnerable, underscoring dedication to faith, learning, and emerging leaders. All school
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ministries and institutions must include qualified counsellors to offer effective guidance,
accompaniment, and psycho-social support to youth.

BENVENUTO DON SILVIO ROGGIA!

The Salesian Province of Chennai joyfully welcomes Fr. Silvio Roggia, the Councillor for Formation.
Fr. Silvio brings with him rich experience gained through years of formative ministry in West Africa,
particularly in Nigeria and Ghana. He has served with distinction as Novice Master and Provincial
Delegate for Formation. Prior to his election, he was part of the Formation Sector at the Salesian
Headquarters in Rome. His wide international exposure and deep commitment to formation will
be a valuable gift to the Province. We assure him of our prayerful support as he accompanies and
guides the formation journey of our confreres. He will be visiting our formation houses along with
our Vice Provincial from 7 to 11 January 2026.

THE APPROVAL OF THE RATIO

After a long journey that began with the 28" General Chapter in 2020. The new updated edition
of the Ratio was approved by the Rector Major and the General Council on 22" December 2025.
Its approval is an important step, as it is the most significant text of the Congregation’s
magisterium after the Constitutions and the Regulations. We thank the present and past Rector
Major and the Council, especially the Councillor for Formation and all those who tirelessly worked
in bringing out the present edition. The translated version of the Ratio will be promulgated in
January 2026. Once we receive the English version, we shall plan how it could be disseminated in
our Province.

VISIT OF THE RECTOR MAIJOR REV. FR. FABIO ATTARD SDB

Rev. Fr. Fabio Attard SDB, our beloved Rector Major and the 11t successor of Don Bosco, will be
visiting our province from 13t to 17" February 2026. The approved timetable has been duly
circulated from the Vice-Provincial office. Thanks to Fr. John Alexander, our Vice Provincial, who
already facilitated region-wise preparatory meetings to ensure effective participation and
readiness. Let us prayerfully seek and experience the Lord’s blessings as we move forward
together.

TAMIL NADU BISHOPS’ COUNCIL MEET

The province isimmensely happy to host the Annual meeting of the TNBC/TNLBC at The Don Bosco
Provincial House, The Citadel, Chennai from 20" to 22" January 2026. As Salesians it is our great
joy to welcome the shepherds of the various dioceses of Tamil Nadu for this significant meeting.
We wish all our Bishops a wonderful stay with us, and for their fruitful meeting.

CONGRATULATIONS TO DBX, TIRUPATTUR

Don Bosco School of Excellence, Tirupattur is celebrating the decennial celebration this year. DBX,
Tirupattur continues to stand as a shining example of quality education inspired by the Salesian
charism since 2015. With a strong focus on academic excellence, character formation, and holistic
development, the school nurtures young minds to become responsible and committed citizens.
We appreciate the dedication of the present and past Rectors, Principals and the community
members, teaching staff, non-teaching staff, students, parents and past pupils who contribute to
its ongoing mission of excellence.
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DIAMOND JUBILEE — DB BEATITUDES

Don Bosco Beatitudes now marks the 6™ decade of its ministry to the needy in the Northern part
of Chennai. It has a playground, a school, a créche, a kitchen, a home for the orphans, a shelter for
the poorest of the poor, an asylum for the destitute and aged, and an emancipation hub from
where women launch out with skills and courage. From 1964, this institution that began as a simple
house has grown into an umbrella of love supporting and touching the lives of thousands of the
poorest of the poor. It is defined as an institution that caters to the needs of the poor from
the womb to the tomb. We congratulate the Rector and confreres, Sisters of FMA, SMA and other
lay collaborators, staff and students for their tireless and selfless service towards the vulnerable
children, youth and old people. To mark this occasion, the Provincial Council has decided on a new
residence for the Salesians as the old building is in a very poor condition. We wish them God’s
choicest blessing during this special year.

PROVINCIAL COMMUNITY DAY

This year, the Provincial Community Day will be celebrated on 16" January 2026, Friday at Don
Rua Community, Tirupattur. As we honour the Provincial on that day, we also congratulate all the
Salesians who are celebrating the silver jubilee of their ordination and profession. This year’s
contributions will be directly channelled to Pope John’s Garden to support the education of our
vulnerable children, both the inmates and those staying at home. Let this occasion inspire us to
make sacrifices and share generously for the future of these young lives. Fr. Edwin Vasanthan,
Economer, will guide us regarding the mode of payment.

FR. DOSS KENNEDY SDB- THE NEW PROVINCIAL OF TIRUCHY PROVINCE (INT)

As a Province, we offer our heartfelt congratulations to Fr. Doss Kennedy, the Sixth Provincial of
INT and assure him of our prayers, support, and fraternal accompaniment as he prepares to
assume the leadership of the Tiruchy Province. He is a person who is deeply admired for his
spirituality, hospitality and guiding the confreres and young people. He will be assuming his office
on the 3rd of January 2026. May God bless him and guide him as he leads Trichy Province in being
a living sign and bearer of God’s love for the young.

We acknowledge and express our gratitude to the outgoing Provincial of INT, Fr. Agilan, for his
brotherly care towards our province. We wish him the very best for his future ministry.

THANKS, OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP CHURCH, FUJAIRAH

After having served in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Fujairah, UAE, for 17 years, at the
request of Bishop Paolo Martinelli, we will be handing back the parish to the Apostolic Vicariate of
Southern Arabia on 25th January 2026. We express our sincere appreciation to all those who have
contributed to this long and fruitful pastoral service. Special thanks to Fr. Louis for his hard work
and dedicated commitment and to Fr. George, the Assistant Parish Priest from INK, for his
generous support. We gratefully acknowledge the service and commitment of the present and
former parish priests. May God bless them abundantly.
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NEW INITIATIVES FOR THE YOUNG

35 young people were taken to Anat Farm to encounter our Vulnerable young People during the
Christmas Season. This event was a big eye-opener for the city youth. | wish that young people
from all our settings should have such awareness.

“With the Scripture- A Journey within”, a monthly spiritual enriching experience is organised at
DBYAC, Ennore, on every third weekend of the month. We request the youth service coordinators
of each community to encourage the young people to participate in these initiatives. | thank Fr.
John Christy, Province Delegate for Youth Ministry and Fr. Vincent Robert, Dimension Head of
Social Experience, for helping the youngsters to have this wonderful experience.

Beyond the many innovative initiatives undertaken by the various departments and dimensions,
special mention must be made of the Ecumenical Christmas celebration organised by the
Deepagam Department. | place on record my sincere appreciation of Fr. Jesudoss Periyanayagam
and his team for the effective organisation of this meaningful event.

THANKS AND CONGRATS- OFFICE BEARERS OF INM SALESIAN COOPERATORS

On behalf of the province, we congratulate the new office bearers of the Salesian Cooperators at
the province level. Provincial Co-ordinator - Mr. S. Vimalan, Secretary - Mr. V. Bosco, Administrator
- Mr. Antony Rajasekar.S, Formation In-charge - Mrs. F. Pushpa, Councillor-Youth Ministry (YM) -
Ms. Roseline Dawson, Councillor-Family Apostolate (FA), Mr. D. Laurens, Councillor-Pastoral
Ministry (PM) - Mr. Martin Depores, Councillor - Mr. P.F. Edward.

We thank the outgoing office bearers Mr. Maria John Bosco - Coordinator, Mr. Martin De Porres
— Secretary, Mr. Santhosh Rajan — Administrator, Mr. John Victor Frankle - Formation Incharge,
Mr. Moses - Councillor, Ms. Jacquline — Councillor, Mr. Vimalan — Councillor, and Mr. John Peter
— Councillor for their dedicated service in the Salesian Family. May the Lord bless them as they
continue to the Salesian mission.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

Our Congregation holds spiritual direction as one of the key practices. | would encourage dear
confreres to engage in effective spiritual direction through regular and structured training
programmes. Periodic formation sessions need to be organised to equip Spiritual Directors with
the necessary skills for discernment, listening, and accompaniment. Special attention is needed to
foster a culture of personal spiritual growth and accountability. At the same time, renewed efforts
need to be undertaken to ensure close and personal accompaniment of Salesians in initial
formation. Formators, Rectors and Leaders are encouraged to dedicate quality time for guidance
and mentoring. Similarly, beginning a Convito Ecclesiasto for the confreres within the silver jubilee
of profession and ordination will be helpful for an effective ministry. The periodical ongoing
formation for those above 80 will help them to grow gracefully and spiritually.

INM WINTER VOCATION CAMPS 2025
The Winter Vocation Camps for 2025 were conducted during the Christmas vacation across the
following communities: St Bede’s — Santhome (26™ December), Don Bosco Boys Home —
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Thattanchavady (27" December), Sacred Heart — Polur (28" December), Dominic Savio —
Tirupattur (29t December), and Mount Don Bosco — Kotagiri (30" December).

A total of 207 boys participated in these camps, expressing a sincere eagerness to discern and
embrace the Salesian way of life. We express our heartfelt gratitude to Fr. Anto John Jagadish,
Vocation Promoter, the second-year students of theology - Bros. Roland, Stalin & Britto Leo and
the volunteers for their committed support in organizing the camps. A special word of appreciation
to the Rectors and community members who generously hosted these camps. As we acknowledge
the mercy of God and the intercession of Mary Help of Christians in blessing us with abundant
vocations, let us continue to inspire many more young souls to follow Christ in the footsteps of St
John Bosco.

GENERATING LOCAL CONTRIBUTION

The ITls and Polytechnic institutes are supported at a higher level by TVET and CEl, respectively.
The ministry is well-received by the people. The first phase of the local contribution was supported
by the province. In order to continue the mission to the needy we request the Rectors/ Leaders of
those communities to generate their local contribution.

LOVE FOR NATURE

In all our settings, efforts need to be strengthened to promote meaningful interventions in ecology
and environmental protection. The departments are framing the Integral Ecological Plan. Together
with them, a greater emphasis can be given on creating awareness and initiating practical
responses to environmental issues. In this regard, we are working closely with the SAVE
Foundation on nature conservation initiatives at Polur and Veeralur. Through these collaborations,
Self-Help Groups will be empowered and community-based organisations will be strengthened,
fostering sustainable and people-centered environmental action.

NEWS BITS
1. The consultation form for the vice-provincial, Economer, Councillors (Except Fr. Britto
Savarinathan) and the rectors will be published on 7t January 2026.
2. The communities are recommended to observe this month dedicated to our Father and
Founder, St. John Bosco and our patron saint, St. Francis de Sales.
3. The Strenna 2026 dissemination will be held this month. The dates has been communicated
from the Vice Provincial desk.

Rest in Peace!
Bro. Nello Valeri SDB, belonging to the Province of Shillong, passed away on the 4t of December
2025. We express our heartfelt condolences to the Provincial and confreres of Shillong Province.

Fr. Alappat Jose SDB, belonging to the Province of Hyderabad, left for his heavenly home on the
14t December 2025. We offer our prayers and condolences to the Provincial and confreres of the
Hyderabad province.

Bro. Policarp Ekka SDB, belonging to the Province of Kolkata, passed away on the 30th December
2025. We express our heartfelt condolences to the Provincial and confreres of Kolkata Province.
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Mr. Iruthayasamy, the father of Fr. Arun Sagayaraj (Professor & Youth Service Coordinator, Don
Bosco Sagayathottam), left for his eternal abode on the 1%t of December 2025.

Mrs. Adaikalam, the beloved Mother of Fr. Martin Raj (Principal - Pannur), passed away on the 9t
December 2025.

Mrs. Pilomina, the loving mother of Fr. Devanbu Joseph (Principal — Don Bosco, Tagore Nagar) left
for her reward in heaven on the 10" December 2025.

Mr. Gaspar, the beloved father of Fr. Charles (Administrator — Don Bosco Provincial House,
Kilpauk), passed away on the 20™ December 2025.

We continue to remember the deceased and pray for the bereaved family members!

Important dates and events in January 2026

Date Events
01 New Year

04 - 05 | PV: Don Bosco Polytechnic College, TK Kundram

07 - 11 | Visit of Fr. Silvio Roggia SDB, General Councillor for Formation
10 Strenna Dissemination — Tirupattur Region

Provincial Council Meeting / SURABI Review Meet

Strenna Dissemination — Vellore Region

14 Pongal Festival

15 Uzhavar Thirunal

Provincial Community Day @ Don Rua, Tirupattur

12

16 / Honouring the Silver Jubilarians

17 Strenna Dissemination — Pondy Region
18 - 19 | PV: St. Francis Xavier’s Church, Broadway

19 Strenna Dissemination — Chennai Region

23 Don Bosco Shrine, Ayanavaram — Flag hoisting
24 -27 | PV:St. Mary’s Fujairah

29 PV: Don Bosco, Perambur

30 PV: Don Bosco, Redhills
31 Solemnity of St. John Bosco

Yours affectionately,

A Zr sl

Fr. Don Bosco SDB
INM Provincial

Date: 01.01.2026 > %2026 * * *

Place: Bagalur
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